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CAP Engages Federal Parties on Science Policy

CAP has triggered a science policy initiative to draw
attention to federal support of research in the cur-
rent election campaign. At the suggestion of CAP
members, an ad-hoc committee consisting of mem-
bers of the Executive and the Science Policy Com-
mittee drafted a series of questions to present to
Canada's major political parties. The committee
worked closely with the Canadian Consortium for
Research (CCR) Steering Committee to arrive at a
final set of questions that will be promulgated by the
CCR. Responses will be posted on the CAP and
CCR web sites. Members are encouraged to raise
these questions with their local candidates as well.
The format of the questions is modelled on a similar
but complementary initiative spearheaded by the
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada
(AUCC), focusing on investing in higher education.

Question | Context: The federal granting councils
- NSERC, SSHRC and CIHR - are the prime source
of ongoing research support for most university-
based researchers. Over the years, university re-
search has provided the foundation on which a large
portion of our current economy and our standard of
living is based. The importance of applied research
is self-evident, but international studies also suggest
strongly that a nation’s basic research is crucial to its
strategic position in the world economy and that no
nation can free-ride on the world scientific system.
International reviews find the granting councils’ pro-
grams to be effective and well administered, yet
their budgets still fall far short of those needed to
take advantage of the full research potential of Can-
ada's academic research community.

If your party forms the next government, what is your
strategy for ensuring that the federal granting councils
are funded to the extent that Canada’s full university-
based research potential, both applied and basic, can be
met?

Question 2 Context: The Government of Canada
is currently supporting various national scientific
facilities, which have significant economic and scien-
tific impact on Canadians and which greatly contrib-
ute to Canada's prestige in international science.
Yet, at the present time, the Government appears to
have no overall policy for the long-term funding,
maintenance, and decommissioning of these facilities,
or the establishment of new ones.

If your party forms the next government, what sort of
national policy will be put in place for the establishment,
long term funding, and management of large-scale scien-
tific facilities?

Question 3 Context: The Science and Technol-
ogy Strategy released in 2007 is the primary policy
document driving federal spending on issues relat-
ing to science and technology research in Can-
ada. The humanities and social sciences are
largely absent from the document; yet, the strat-
egy itself could not exist without the underpinning
of various human science disciplines. Indeed, as
society becomes more multifaceted and more
sophisticated, it will require multidisciplinary com-
munities of scholars to advance knowledge and to
solve the complex problems shared around the
globe.

If your party forms the next government, will you com-
mit to formulating funding policies for post-secondary
research that encompasses the broad spectrum of
science, including the humanities and social sciences?

Question 4 Context: A significant amount of
Canada's scientific research effort is currently
based at federally-funded laboratories. The Gov-
ernment of Canada's 2007 Science and Technol-
ogy Strategy initiated a process of developing
alternative management arrangements for non-
regulatory federal laboratories.

If your party forms the next government, what role will
non-regulatory federal laboratories play in Canada's
science and technology effort?

Question 5 Context: The Office of the National
Science Advisor was terminated in March, 2008,
and the government now refers questions on
scientific matters to the Science, Technology and
Innovation Council (STIC), which was established
as an element of the government's 2007 Science
and Technology Strategy. STIC does not have a
mandate to initiate studies or reviews on its own,
nor does it usually provide advice to the govern-
ment in a publicly accessible format. This way of
operating limits the effectiveness of the strategy
by restricting the input of the broader research
community and limiting the independence of the
committee to seek the wide range of perspectives
needed for a strong, innovative Canada.

If your party forms the next government, will you com-
mit to expanding the mandate and independence of
the Science, Technology and Innovation Council to
consult the research community, report publicly, and
provide independent advice directly to the highest
levels of government on major science and technology
issues?

Community News

The 44rd Annual Canadian
Undergraduate Physics Confer-
ence, is being hosted by the
University of Toronto, Octo-
ber 16-20. The CUPC also
includes a graduate and physics
career Fair. Check it out !

Federal government announces
new Canada Excellence Re-
search Chairs Program and
Vanier Canada Graduate Schol-

arships.

News items can be submitted to
wwhelan@upei.ca

Educational Trust Fund

The CAP Educational Trust
Fund supports important edu-
cation and outreach activities,
including the CAP lecture
tours, university and high
school prize exams, the Cana-
dian Undergraduate Physics
Conference and the Canada-
Wide Science Fair.

The Educational Trust Fund
urgently needs your support in
order to continue the sponsor-
ship of these important activi-
ties in support of physics edu-
cation and outreach in Canada!

Donations can be made to the
ETF at any time via the CAP
website.

CAP News is a publication of the
Canadian Association of Physicists,
Suite 112, McDonald Building,
University of Ottawa,

150 Louis Pasteur Avenue, Ottawa,
ON KIN 6NS5.

Tel: 613-562-5614;

Fax: 613-562-5615;

Email: CAP@physics.uottawa.ca;
Website: www.cap.ca
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