2011 April 11

Speak out for funding for research and post-secondary education in Canada!

Canadians will be going to the polls on Monday, May 2, 2010.  No matter which party you support, the time is now to participate in the political process. As you know, now is the time that politicians especially want to hear from their constituents, to secure their votes. 

By participating in the electoral process, you can contribute to the future of research and post-secondary education in Canada.  You can make your views heard by sending the attached letter (amended or translated as you wish) to your local candidates.   Even if the candidates do not reply, you will have made your voice heard.
You will need to add the candidate’s name at the top of the letter and to edit the first sentence according to your background.
To find out the names and contact numbers of your candidates, go to http://www.elections.ca/home.aspx .  Near the bottom of the page, enter your postcode. On the next page, go to the Candidates section and select “How do I contact the candidates in my electoral district’.

To make your views known you can also do the following:
1. When the national and local news media ask for comments or questions about the election, write in and ask about research and post-secondary education.   
2. Attend local debates and ask the candidates questions about post-secondary education and research.
3. Become active in campaigns.   
Letter to candidate

Dear Candidate:

I am a constituent in your riding and a Canadian post-secondary student/university faculty member/ researcher/ member of the research and academic community. 
Research in the natural, medical, and social sciences, the humanities, and engineering, is widely acknowledged to be critically important to the achievement of a country’s economic, social, and health-care goals, and to the education of the next generation of highly qualified professionals.   
It is also widely acknowledged that an appropriate balance is needed in support for basic (curiosity-driven) versus targeted research.  Post-secondary research and education are therefore critical to the intellectual and economic capital, and the future, of Canadian society.
I am therefore seeking your views on the following important issues.  

1.  Does your party platform contain anything related to post-secondary education and funding for research?
2.  Will your party commit to increasing funding for Canadian research across the domains of basic and applied work in the natural sciences and engineering, and in the social sciences and humanities?
3.  What is your party’s position on federal funding for basic (curiosity-driven) versus targeted research?
4.  What is your party’s position on support for the human resources (i.e. university faculty) and infrastructure (i.e. buildings and equipment) essential to providing post-secondary education to Canadians?

5.  What is your party’s position on the role of government research laboratories?
6.  What is your party’s position on funding for post-secondary study for Canadian students?





